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Dear congress participants,

Progress in preclinical cancer research and advances in medical oncology have been tre-
mendous over the recent decades. Molecular insights into tumor pathogeneses, deeper
understanding of tumor-immune interactions, and an arsenal of novel agents including
targeted therapeutics and immune-oncology compounds have literally revolutionized
current practice in clinical cancer care.

Despite the fireworks of disruptive innovations: key obstacles remain, and some of them

Clemens A. Schmitt Soyounglee seem too big to con-quer. Driven by high-pace data generation and increasing specializa-
Johannes Kepler University Johannes Kepler University . , , , , . ,
Linz, Austria Linz, Austria tion, future oncology is at risk to get fragmented into isolated ‘expert bubbles’ that may

miss to capitalize on opportunities emerging in other cancer types or even non-cancer
fields. Breakthrough findings often arise from unplanned observations or cross-fertilizing ideas in other research areas — but require awareness, curiosity
and exchange across boundaries in the right format.

In this special ‘think-tank-like’ cancer conference organized by members of the young medical faculty of the Johannes Kepler University in Linz/Austria,
we aim at bringing together leading experts across basic, translational and clinical disciplines to address some of those seemingly ‘Unsolvables’ in dedica-
ted focus sessions by sharing and complementing their specialist insights with ample time for active discussions.

The meeting will take place in the village of Schladming, known for its snowy four-mountain area in the heart of the Austrian alps, just a short commute
from Salzburg airport. This location sets the perfect frame for the retreat-like character of our conference —to widen our horizon and open new perspec-
tives from the top of the mountains...

We look forward to welcoming you next January in Schladming for an excite out-of-the-box scientific get-together,

Sincerely yours,

Clemens A. Schmitt, Hematology/Oncology, and
Soyoung Lee, Tumor Biology

Johannes Kepler University, Linz, Austria
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08.00
Univ.-Prof. Clemens A. Schmitt
Univ.-Prof. Soyoung Lee
Richard Greil, Saizourg; Rupert Langer, Linz, the

12,30 08.30  Catherin 0 “Brien, Toronto - Determining and

Congress Schladming targeting hibernating cancer cells
08.50  Alberto Bardelli, Turin - Adaptive evolution of
1700 Clemens A. Schmitt, Lin cancer cel persistence
Rector Stefan Koch, Ju Linz tbe 0910  Clemens A. Schmitt, Linz - Senescence-like
Vice Dean Medical Faculty Elgin Drda, Ju, Linz, the persisters and treatment failure

Major Hermann Trinker, Schiamding, the 0930 Discussion

0950 Coffee Break

Dominik Wolf, innshruck; Soyung Lee, Linz

1730 Scott Lowe, New York - Functional genomics A L e AT e

of cancer 1010 Christoph Klein, Regenshurg - Premalignant

18.00  Christoph Bock, vienna - Cancer at single- ST, T s e

cell resolution 10.30  Andres Cervantes, valencia - Metastatic trajectories

18.30  Thorsten Zenz, zurich - The future of personalized Ul e

personalized cancer precision medicin 10.50  Andreas Trumpp, Heidelherg, Neuronal hijacking

. . in pancreatic cancer
19.00  Discussion p

1110 Discussion

1915  Welcome Aperitif

19.45  Congress Dinner
12.00 Fitting one overarching topic such as “nextgen immunt

herapeutics at the horizon

“Deep spatial singel-cell multiplex analyses in cancer
and immunolgy or 10x Genomics

"Bispecific antibodies in lympoma care

“Point-of-care CAR T-cell manufatturing or Start
Up Captain T-cell (Therapeutic T-cell engineering)

“Senolytics in cancer and age-related pathologies “ or
Rubedo Life Sciene (Senolytics, skin focus)
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14.30
14.50

1510

15.30

15.50

1610

16.30

16.50

17.00

17.20

1740

18.00

19.30

Annkristin Heine, craz Nina Worel, vienna
Manfred Lehner, vienna - Next-Gen CAR T-cells

Franziska Blaeschek, Heidelberg - Improving engineered
cell-based therapies

Hendrik Poeck, Regensburg - Microbiome modu-
lation of CAR T-cell function

Discussion

Coffee Break

Claudia Lengerke, Tiihingen; Andreas Reinisch, 6raz

Margaret A. Goodell, Houston - Cell-autonomous
and non-cell-autonomus implications of hemato-
poietic aging

Hugues de Thé, paris - State switches in leukemo-
genesis

Martin Schonlein, vienna - Senescence as homo-
genizer and predictor in AML

Federico Pietrocola, karolinska - Cancer at the
crossraods of aging and derailed immunity

Maurice Reimann, Berlin or Soyoung Lee, Linz -
A novel pan-senolytic

Discussion

Aperitif at posters “The game-changing project
| would like to start tomorrow ’
Congress Dinner
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08.00

08.30
08.50

0910

09.30

09.50

1010

10.30

10.50

1110
12.00

13.00

13.20

13.50

1410
14.30

Sussana Zieler, Linz, thc; hsan Ekin Demir, Minchen
Frank Winkler, Heidelberg - The neuro-cancer connection

Sehastien Talbot, Stockholm - The neuro-immune
crosstalk in cancer

Christian Reinhardt, essen - Targeting lung cancer
innervation

Discussion - Fahad Benthai, New York or Sam
Sharifi, Linz - Senescence and neural plasticity

Coffee Break

Philipp Jost, 6raz; Barbara Maier, vienna

Hans Clevers, utrecht - Cancer organoids for
precision oncology

Sheila Stewart, st. Louis - The dynamic cancer
implications of celluar senescence in the TME

James DeGeorgi, enver - Aging and infection
as cancer drivers

Discussion

Lunch Break

Clemens A. Schmitt, Linz; Erich Kobler, Linz

Franziska Michor, Boston - Computational
approches to cancer eradication

Klaus-Peter Adlassnig, vienna - Digital avatar-based clini-
cal decision support in personalized cancer medicine

Jakob Nikolas Kather, bresden - Al agents in
tomorrow s personalized cancer care [Online]

Discussion

Concluding remarks and official farewell

JXU

JOHANNES KEPLER
UNIVERSITY LINZ
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15.00 -

16.40

16.40

17.00 -

18.40

19.00

08.00

08.30-

09.50

09.50

1010 -

11.30

12.30

Soyoung Lee, Linz; Clemens A. Schmitt, Linz.
Closed Talks

Coffee Break

Soyoung Lee, Linz; Clemens A. Schmitt, Linz.
Closed Talks

Closed Dinner

Soyoung Lee, Linz; Clemens A. Schmitt, Linz.
Closed Talk

Coffee Break

Soyoung Lee, Linz; Clemens A. Schmitt, Linz.

Closed Talk
Wrap-up, Conclusions and Perspectives (all
closed session participants)

Light Lunch and Take-off
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For questions about the programm, schedule and The team will be glad to answer any questions regarding
sessions, please contact the congress presidents of the arrival, departure, hotel accommodation, and more.
Kepler Cross Gancer Challenges 2026. We are looking forward to hear from you.

Univ.-Prof. Clemens A. Schmitt Peter G. Lercher, President

Univ.-Prof. Soyoung Lee

Hematology and Medical Oncology Forum Medizin, eV.
Kepler Universitatsklinikum and Tagungsteam
Institute for Tumor Biology
Johannes Kepler University Grenzgasse 111/9/1/ 16a
Krankenhausstrale 9 2344 Maria Enzersdorf Lower Austria
A-4021Linz
Phone: +43.5.7680 .83 6197 Phone:  +43. (0] 676 . 41165 07
+43 . (0) 660 . 522 63 22
mail:  clemens.schmitt@kepleruniklinikum.at
soyoung.lee@jku.at mail:  tagung@forum-medizin.org
web:  https://www.kepleruniklinikum.at/kliniken-einrichtun- weh:  Kepler Cross Cancer Challenge 2026
gen/innere-medizin-3-haematologie-und-internistische-
onkologie/

https://www.jku.at/medizinische-fakultaet
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